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If you have children, your taxes would rise 
by $500 for each child. If you’re a family 
of four making $60,000 a year, your taxes 
would be more than $1,800 higher. If 
you’re a single mother with two children 
working to make ends meet, your taxes 
would go up by more than $1,000. If you’re 
a small-business owner working to meet a 
payroll, your taxes would increase by almost 
$4,000. And if Congress allows our tax re-
lief to expire, more than 5 million low- 
income Americans who currently pay no 
income taxes would once again have to pay 
taxes.

These are not the only taxes Congress 
wants to raise. They’re proposing higher 
taxes on dividends and capital gains. 
They’re proposing higher taxes on cigars 
and cigarettes. They’re proposing to raise 
taxes on domestic oil and natural gas pro-
duction. They’re proposing new taxes on 
stock and bond transactions. And they 
refuse to make the Internet tax moratorium 
permanent. If this tax ban expires, it would 
open the doors for State and local officials 

to impose new taxes on your access to the 
Internet.

At a time when many American families 
are dealing with rising mortgage rates, col-
lege costs, and health care expenses, it is 
wrong to take even more money out of 
your paychecks. Washington’s elected lead-
ers can do better. By working together, we 
can keep taxes low, help keep the economy 
growing, balance the Federal budget, and 
build on our record of fiscal discipline and 
greater economic opportunity for all Ameri-
cans.

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:35 a.m. 
on September 28 in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. 
on September 29. The transcript was made 
available by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on September 28, but was embargoed for re-
lease until the broadcast. In his address, the 
President referred to Public Law 110–92, ap-
proved September 29. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address. 

Remarks at an Armed Forces Farewell Tribute to General Peter Pace and 
an Armed Forces Hail in Honor of Admiral Michael G. Mullen as 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff at Fort Myer, Virginia 
October 1, 2007 

Mr. Vice President, Mrs. Cheney, Sec-
retary Gates, members of the Cabinet, 
Members of Congress, members of the dip-
lomatic corps, members of the finest mili-
tary ever, that United States military, Sec-
retary Rumsfeld, General Myers, members 
of the Pace and Mullen families, and distin-
guished guests: Today we pay tribute to 
an outstanding Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, and we welcome his distin-
guished successor. 

Ceremonies like this are a storied mili-
tary tradition. It is a time when families, 
friends, and comrades honor those who 

have fulfilled great duties to their nation. 
It is a time when we show appreciation 
to those who step forward to assume new 
obligations. It’s a time when we make gen-
erous use of words like ‘‘honor’’ and ‘‘char-
acter.’’ Sometimes those words are used too 
often. In the case of the two men we cele-
brate today, those words cannot be used 
too much. 

Admiral Mike Mullen comes to this post 
with a broad and unique range of talents 
and experience. Some of you may not know 
that his parents were highly regarded mem-
bers of the Hollywood community, who 
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worked for some of the greatest enter-
tainers of the day. Many people are sur-
prised when told about the Admiral’s show 
business roots. After all, he’s humble, well- 
grounded, and filled with common sense. 
[Laughter] Not exactly what one thinks 
about when they think of Hollywood values. 
[Laughter]

Admiral Mullen left California to attend 
the United States Naval Academy to pursue 
a career in military service. He soon found 
himself stationed on a destroyer on the 
gunline off the coast of Vietnam. During 
that tour, Admiral Mullen was part of oper-
ations so intense that the gun barrels on 
his ship glowed red. That was the begin-
ning of a distinguished career. 

The Admiral has commanded three ships, 
an aircraft carrier battle group, and the 
U.S. Second Fleet. He served as the com-
mander of all U.S. naval forces in Europe 
and the NATO Joint Force Command. And 
later, as Chief of Naval Operations, he 
championed the construction of new types 
of vessels needed to deal with the threats 
of the 21st century. 

Admiral Mike Mullen understands what’s 
at stake in the war on terror. He was on 
duty at the Pentagon when Flight 77 made 
its doomed plunge. He felt the plane slam 
into the building. He saw the carnage and 
devastation. And like all who worked there 
that terrible day, he still carries the pain 
and the loss. Admiral Mullen was there 
when war reached America’s shore, and he 
brings the talent, vision, and judgment 
needed to help us fight and win that war. 

As Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
Admiral Mullen will follow his strong belief 
that every member of our Armed Forces 
is, as he put it, ‘‘part of one team and 
one fight.’’ He will continue to set a ster-
ling example to our men and women in 
uniform. He will bring judgment and can-
dor to decisions that may mean the dif-
ference between life and death for young 
Americans who are serving our Nation. He 
will demonstrate the same love of country 

and dedication to duty that inspired his 
sons to follow him into military service. 

Admiral Mike Mullen is a man of de-
cency and honor, and I congratulate you 
on your new assignment. And I know your 
parents would be proud. And I thank you 
and Deborah and Jack and Michael for 
your service to our Nation. 

As Admiral Mullen begins his service as 
Chairman, he is fortunate to have as an 
example the man we honor today. General 
Pete Pace is one of the most respected 
and accomplished military leaders I have 
ever known. He helped craft America’s re-
sponse to an unprecedented assault on our 
homeland. He helped liberate two nations 
from brutal tyrannies and helped bring 
freedom to millions of people. He began 
the process of transforming our military 
into a more efficient and effective force. 

Yet these accomplishments do not begin 
to tell the full story of this remarkable man. 
That story begins in Teaneck, New Jersey, 
where General Pace grew up the proud 
son of an Italian immigrant. His dad 
worked two and sometimes three jobs to 
provide for his family. His mom attended 
church service every Sunday, and, accord-
ing to the good general, still lights candles 
to pray that her children are happy, 
healthy, and safe. 

General Pace was a good student and 
a good athlete. His mom said the general 
has been good at everything he’s ever done. 
Some of you may think mothers are re-
quired to say only admiring things about 
their sons. Well, take it from me, it’s not 
always the case. [Laughter]

General Pace’s dad died before he could 
see his son reach the height of his career, 
yet he always knew that his son would be 
a success. His family believed in his poten-
tial, and they weren’t the only ones. There’s 
something about General Pete Pace that 
makes believers out of nearly everyone. 
That includes the men who served with 
him in Vietnam and whom he led during 
some of the most vicious urban combat in 
American military history. It includes the 
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troops he led in Somalia, who looked to 
him for resolve and guidance during dif-
ficult times. It includes marines, who look 
with pride on the first of their ranks to 
lead the Joint Chiefs of Staff. It includes 
two Secretaries of Defense, who relied on 
the general during tough and trying times. 
And it includes a President, who has count-
ed on General Pace’s candor and sound 
judgment during some of the most difficult 
times in our country’s history. 

During his service at the Pentagon, Gen-
eral Pete Pace has shown us many talents. 
He’s shown an intellect sharpened by post-
graduate studies at George Washington and 
Harvard. He’s shown us great oratorical 
skills; this is a man who frequently speaks 
without notes. I really don’t recommend 
this to everyone. [Laughter] He’s shown a 
sharp wit. When a naval commander once 
made an edgy joke in front of the Secretary 
of Defense, the general stepped right in 
and gave the young officer some advice. 
He said, ‘‘Never let a promising career 
stand in the way of a good joke.’’ [Laugh-
ter]

The most important attribute General 
Pete Pace has shown us is a quiet strength. 
It is a strength that has won the admiration 
of friends and peers. It is a strength built 
on the love and support of a strong and 
devoted wife Lynne and their family, Peter, 
Lynsey, and Tiffany. It is a strength that 
gave Pete solace in the tough and some-
times bitter world of Washington, DC. It 
helped him bring selflessness to a city filled 
with egos and a dignity to a political proc-
ess that might have worn down a lesser 
man. He now leaves active service with a 
distinguished team in place and a talented 
successor. And yet I also have the sense 
that General Pace is not going to end it 
all here. He’s a man who has always put 
country first, and he will find new ways 
to serve. 

General Pete Pace always understood 
what’s important. It wasn’t the titles he re-
ceived or the honors bestowed, and it cer-

tainly was not the good graces of official 
Washington. What mattered most were the 
young men and women who serve our 
country and risk their lives for its honored 
cause. He kept a picture on his desk of 
the first marine who died under his com-
mand in Vietnam. He can still recite the 
names of all other marines who died under 
that first command. And because this is 
a man with a tender heart, sometimes it’s 
hard for him to get through all the names 
without choking up a little bit. 

Pete has devoted his life to those who 
wear our country’s uniform. And they are 
devoted to General Pace. They’re among 
the hundreds who’ve received his advice 
and friendship. They’re among the thou-
sands who lined up at military bases during 
his final tour to shake his hand and wish 
him well and say goodbye. They’re among 
the millions whose names he will never 
know but who will always remember him. 
And they include that single soldier who 
came up to the General on his last visit 
to the war zone. He looked at General 
Pace with gratitude, respect, and pride and 
said, ‘‘Thanks for your service. We’ll take 
it from here.’’ 

General Pace, throughout your life, you 
have led those troops to honorable achieve-
ments and into the pages of history. Be-
cause of your example, you can know that 
with courage, valor, and confidence, they 
will take it from here. 

And so Godspeed to my friend General 
Pete Pace. Thanks for your courage. Thanks 
for your leadership. And thanks for your 
service to a country we love. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:47 a.m. In 
his remarks, he referred to former Secretary 
of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld; and Gen. 
Richard B. Meyers, USAF (Ret.), former 
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
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Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocols to the Convention on the 
Prevention of Maritime Terrorism 
October 1, 2007 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice and 

consent of the Senate to ratification, I 
transmit herewith the Protocol of 2005 to 
the Convention for the Suppression of Un-
lawful Acts against the Safety of Maritime 
Navigation (the ‘‘2005 SUA Protocol’’) and 
the Protocol of 2005 to the Protocol for 
the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against 
the Safety of Fixed Platforms Located on 
the Continental Shelf (the ‘‘2005 Fixed 
Platforms Protocol’’) (together, ‘‘the Proto-
cols’’), adopted by the International Mari-
time Organization Diplomatic Conference 
in London on October 14, 2005, and signed 
by the United States of America on Feb-
ruary 17, 2006. I also transmit, for the in-
formation of the Senate, the report of the 
Department of State with respect to the 
Protocols.

The Protocols are an important compo-
nent in the international campaign to pre-
vent and punish maritime terrorism and the 
proliferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion and promote the aims of the Prolifera-
tion Security Initiative. They establish a 
legal basis for international cooperation in 
the investigation, prosecution, and extra-
dition of those who commit or aid terrorist 
acts or trafficking in weapons of mass de-
struction aboard ships at sea or on fixed 
platforms.

The Protocols establish the first inter-
national treaty framework for criminalizing 
certain terrorist acts, including using a ship 
or fixed platform in a terrorist activity, 
transporting weapons of mass destruction 
or their delivery systems and related mate-
rials, and transporting terrorist fugitives. 
The Protocols require Parties to criminalize 
these acts under their domestic laws, to 
cooperate to prevent and investigate sus-
pected crimes under the Protocols, and to 
extradite or submit for prosecution persons 
accused of committing, attempting to com-
mit, or aiding in the commission of such 
offenses. The 2005 SUA Protocol also pro-
vides for a ship-boarding regime based on 
flag state consent that will provide an inter-
national legal basis for interdiction at sea 
of weapons of mass destruction, their deliv-
ery systems and related materials, and ter-
rorist fugitives. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the Proto-
cols, subject to certain understandings that 
are described in the accompanying report 
of the Department of State. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 
October 1, 2007. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 2. 

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session in West Hempfield 
Township, Pennsylvania 
October 3, 2007 

The President. Thanks for the warm wel-
come. Sit down. Thanks for coming. It’s 
great to be back in your county again. Mar-

ion, I appreciate the invitation. I’d like to 
share some thoughts with you, and then 
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